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By Calvin Woodward 
and Jim Drinkard
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Before 
the U.S. attack on a Syrian 
air base, President Donald 
Trump accused his pre-
decessor of doing nothing 
when Syria’s government 
used chemical weapons 
against its population in 2013. 
Trump is right that President 
Barack Obama issued what 
amounted to an empty threat 
of military action.  

A look at statements on 
a selection of subjects over 
the past week by Trump and 
lawmakers:

TRUMP: In a White House 
statement after what the 
Trump administration said 
was a bombing involving the 
nerve agent sarin in a rebel-
held part of northern Syria: 
“These heinous actions by 
the Bashar al-Assad regime 
are a consequence of the past 
administration’s weakness 
and irresolution. President 
Obama said in 2012 that he 
would establish a ‘red line’ 
against the use of chemi-
cal weapons, and then did 
nothing.”

THE FACTS: Many in the for-
eign policy establishment 
essentially agree with Trump. 
That’s not to say he told the 

full story. When evidence 
emerged in August 2013 of a 
large-scale chemical attack 
in the Damascus suburbs, 
more than 10 times deadlier 
than this past week’s, Obama 
quickly signaled his inten-
tion to use military force. But 
when key ally Britain wouldn’t 
participate, Obama became 
uncomfortable about going 
it alone and sought Congress’ 
authorization. Lawmakers 
in both parties balked; he 
could not win enough sup-
port. Indeed, when Obama 
had made his “red line” 
threat a year earlier, Trump 
himself tweeted: “President 
Obama, do not attack Syria. 

There is no upside and tre-
mendous downside. Save 
your powder for another 
(and more important) day!” 
It’s also true, though, that 
Obama could have ordered a 
military strike without con-
gressional authorization, as 
Trump did Thursday. Derek 
Chollet, Obama’s assistant 
defense secretary for inter-
national security affairs, 
wrote in Politico last year 
that he was initially shocked 
when Obama decided to go 
to Congress, because “it was 
clear the president had all the 
domestic legal authority and 
international justification he 
needed to act.”

TRUMP, speaking to CEOs 
at the White House about the 
nation’s unemployment rate: 
“We have 100 million people if 
you look” who want jobs and 
can’t get them. “You know, 
the real number’s not 4.6 
percent ... one of the statistics 
that, to me, is just ridiculous. 
... When you look for a job, 
you can’t find it and you give 
up. You are now considered 
statistically employed.”

THE FACTS: He’s wrong 
about federal jobs data. 
There’s no category that 
counts frustrated job-seekers 
as “statistically employed.”

And there aren’t 100 mil-
lion of them. When people 

give up looking for work, they
are categorized as having
left the workforce — neither
employed nor unemployed.

Trump’s figure of 100 mil-
lion people uncounted in the
unemployment rate is made
up largely of high-school
and college students, retirees
and stay-at-home parents
who aren’t looking for work.
The Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics does ask people outside
the workforce if they would
want a job, even if they aren’t
actively seeking one. The
bureau found 5.6 million
people fit this category in
February, a small fraction of
what the president claimed.
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He is not here; for He has Risen ~ Matthew 28:6
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A Professional Certifi cation Graduate 
Program for Teachers offered on the 
Corning Community College Campus

 Master of Science in Education in Literacy
·  Classes meet on Saturdays
·  Students attend part-time
·  Program is designed to be completed in one academic year and one summer
·  Tuition is very affordable
·  Provides the Professional Certifi cate in any area in which students have an 

Initial Certifi cate

·  Initial Certifi cate in Literacy

Applications being accepted for the cohort that is starting in July 2017.
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www.alfred.edu
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